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Alpha Beacon thrlvmg despite adversity

By Julio Lara
IRAILY JIURNAL STAFF

The Alpha Beacon Christian School's vol-
leyball scason has begun — and fiunngly
enough, it's taken the form of a great rally
PeHnn B A g,

There have been ups, divwng, (‘il_l“¢l‘|$f\,
umwork and excitement; most of which has
come with the instability that shook the Lady
Lions before they took a single step on a vol-
lewball court this year

For o while, there were questions about
whether Alpha would have an academic vear.
rsch less a volleyhall i,

Alpha Beacon was moved from their home
of seven years in San Mateo by the San Mateo
School District when Fiesta Elementary
School eccepied their address lemporarly
while renovations and upgrades were made 1o
the elememtary  school. Alpha  Beacon
searched all summer long for a place to hold
classes, |.'\|.|:|lu.l||_'. \I'|lll|.l'|b Up campuscs,
with the clementary School staying o Bayside
Middle School in San Mateo and the high
school at The Church of the Highlunds in San
Brunao,

If all this sounds a litthe confusing, You can
only imagine the toll it took on the sedents

and ahletes whao, until Sepr. 10, had no wdea
where they walld be gening their education

Diespite the mental strain on the 10 girls thar
make up thit Lady Lions, Alphn Bes 5 vl
lewball ieim has shown iremendous resilicnce
They've tnken adversity and converted it into
a 13-00 recond to sian the season, incloding a
perfect 4-0 stan in the Bay Area Christian
Christian League,

“Not having a place for the school, obvi-
ously it's a great statement about the families
that stuck with wus and ook a tremendoas walk
of fuith on their pari”™ said Alpha Beacon head
coach Chris Chu. “One of the most importan
things that [ thought 1 had o do was 1o stn
our preseason right on time, 5o, even though
we didn’t have a school site. | have having
practice starting in the middle of August”

Alpha Beacon has leased oul a gym
Redwood Shores and, “We been having prac-
tices since then, 1o give the kids a sense of
aormaley,” Chi sabd. “We have a good group
of girls, with good attiwdes and good charc-
ter — especially this ye

The Lady Lions have experienced success
dt!‘[‘il{' Inxing o seniors From Inst season’s
championship squad, as well as three impact
players.

Still, those Lady Lions that have pcm'u.n:il
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Lisandre Meyer is one of 10 Alpha Beacon
players to stick with the school despite
guestions of whene they would actually go to
school this year.

are the ones that truly love the program and
enjoving playing volleyball while wearing the

Alpha Beacon uniform

“Is been crey.” Chu saad. “1 hope we
never have o do through another yeor like
this. Bul, it's been a vear of growith, When you
are tuken out of vour comfont zone, when you
s1mr |m|r|1_l things, that"s when Wi ru,lll:\. st
growing. They really believe in the value of
the school. And for us, it"s not just aboal the
high level of academics, bui also character
traiming "

Already winners in the mental game, the
Lady Lions have shown they have some solid
talent on the court as well, They're led by
ployers like Sarah Chu, Lisandre Meyer,
Kaclah Velisano and Ally Legaspi

*The team looks o them for emational and
sparitual leadership,” Chu sad. “They re real-
Iy wagh and they're leaders on the court
‘When the going gots tough, they're right there
1o step it up and go the extma mile for the
tearm.”

Velisano leads the leam with 18 Kills in Tour
games. Meyer, Chu and Stephanke Mao ane
alwo in double digits with (4. Legaspi leads
the team in assists with 31. Velisano and Chu
have 17 and |18 assisis respectively, They also
have double digit aces with 12 apiece. Legaspi
has 10,

Giants end season with loss to Rockies

By Janic MeCauley
THE ASSOUCIATED PRESS

Rockies 6, Giants 3

SAN FRANCISCO — Each of the San
Francisco Giants walked back onto the field
after the final out and gathered pear the pitching

were o home, but one of the most impressive
things I've seen in baseball were the fans in this
series, We felt this was a playoft type of snm-
tan, that's bow much they were indo k" man

who snapped a seven-game bosing streak 1o the
Crimnds,

San Francisco (B6-T6) wound up in second
place in the NL West behind playoff-bound
Arizona, becoming the first defending champi-
on not 1o make the playoffs since the 2007 54

doing that,” DeRosa said, “If | can'y, I'm going
1o take a break and be o stay-o-home dad for a
minuke.”

Depariing Gianis managing partner Bill
Meukom received o rousing standing ovation
and a 'I'Hr\'\.K YOU BILL" Ir||~ulu on the cen




